
DIRECTIONS TO IONA 
 
It is an all day journey/pilgrimage from the city of Edinburg to Iona (9 am to 6 pm),  and 
about 2/3 of a day if you start out from the city of Glasgow.  You will see very beautiful 
countryside from the train, bus and ferries, which are part of the journey.  This is a low 
stress set of connections.  Take a look at schedules and leave plenty of time to get from one 
mode of transport to another. 
  
Karen will update this information before our June 2020 pilgrimage to Iona.  Be sure to do 
your own research on connections and timing, using these links.  Things sometimes change. 
  

1. STEP ONE:  Take the train from Edinburgh to Glasgow and then on to 
Oban.  You can get schedules, fare information and purchase tickets at this website: 
www.thetrainline.com. Currently, the cost is about $57 USD from Edinburgh to 
Oban. 
  

a. Tip:  Leave by about 9 am from Edinburgh, to make sure you have time for all 
the connections. 

b. Tip:  To save money, buy your ticket in advance on the trainline website. 
c. Tip:  You can travel on a digital ticket and just show the PDF to the 

conductor.  Or print a copy, if you prefer. 

 
Glasgow Train Station 

 
  

2. STEP TWO:  Take the ferry from Oban to the Isle of Mull.    This is a large, 
modern ferry.  You can buy tickets at the ferry terminal or onboard.  The trip from 
Oban to Mull takes about 50 minutes.  Here is the website for the schedule and 
fares:  www.calmac.co.uk 

  
a. Tip:  The train station and the ferry terminal are very close together, so you 

can walk between them.  This is an easy connection – no stress! 
b. Tip:  You may want to schedule a few hours between the train and the ferry 

so you can stroll around the picturesque waterfront town of Oban. 

https://www.thetrainline.com/
http://www.calmac.co.uk/


c. Tip:  There is a comfortable waiting room and snack bar at the Oban ferry 
terminal.  There is also great seafood just outside the ferry terminal. 

d.  

 
Oban 

  
3. STEP THREE:  Take the bus across the Isle of Mull.  When you get off the Oban 

ferry at Craignure, a bus will be waiting for you to take you across the isle of Mull to 
the village of Fionnophort where you take a final ferry to the isle of Iona. 

a. Consult the website:  West Coast Motors for timetables and fares. 
b. Walk to the end of the pier to find the bus.  Buses are parked on the left at the 

end of the pier as you disembark the ferry. 
c. Tickets are purchased on the bus from the driver.  
d. Do check in advance to be sure that there is a bus scheduled for the time your 

ferry arrives on the isle of Mull. 
e. Do not feel that you have to rush – the bus driver waits until all ferry 

passengers have disembarked and walked down the pier. 
f. Tip:  Do not attempt to drive a private car across the isle of Mull.  The road is 

single track and passing oncoming vehicles is quite an art form.  Plus, you 
cannot take private cars onto the isle of Iona. 

g. Tip:  You probably want to buy a roundtrip ticket – but don’t misplace it! 
h. The trip takes about 1 hour and 15 minutes and is very scenic. 

  

 

http://www.westcoastmotors.co.uk/


  
4. STEP FOUR:  Take the ferry fron Fionnphort on the isle of Mull to Iona.  There is 

a short 10+ minute ride on a ferry from Fionnphort to Iona.  You can see Iona from 
the dock at Fionnphort.   

a. Here is a link to the scheduled ferries from Fionnphort to Iona.  
https://www.calmac.co.uk/article/2976/Iona-Fionnphort-Iona 

b. The ferry runs regularly, including on Sunday. 
c. The ferry awaits the arrival of your bus from Craignure. 
d. Tickets can be bought at the ticket office, or on board. 

  

 
  
  
5. STEP FIVE:  Walk to the Argyll Hotel which is a very short distance from the pier.  

a. Let the hotel, or Catherine and Karen know if you need help with bags. The 
hotel email is reception@argyllhoteliona.co.uk 
 

 
  
  

https://www.calmac.co.uk/article/2976/Iona-Fionnphort-Iona

